
Senator McCrory, Representative Curry, Ranking members Berthel and McCarty and members 
of the Education Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify on HB6759 An Act 
Concerning Early Childhood. 

My name is Allie Cristante and I live in Hamden.  I’ve been in the early childhood field for 9 
years. I’m a single mom of 2 toddlers of my own and my passion for early childhood is 
extensive. The foundation we lay as early educators is the foundation for the children’s lives. 
Ultimately the foundation for the progressive world we live in. We are educators and caretakers 
for both the children and their families, helping them raise their little ones in a safe and nurturing 
environment and helping their families function in society as they show up to their own jobs each 
day. Without our work, they couldn’t work. Our days are long, our work can be draining, but to 
watch first-hand as small humans experience the world in new ways each day… has always been 
worth it. 

 As I’ve grown up, moved out of my parents’ house, and had children of my own, however, I’ve 
often felt that my family cannot survive on this salary and have questioned whether this career 
path is sustainable. I’ve put years into learning about child development, earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree, and with the help of my employer, attend many exciting and fulfilling professional 
development opportunities.  

I show up to work everyday putting my best foot forward even though the work we do is not 
proportionately compensated. To me, it is heartbreaking to know that I cannot live on this 
income, or with this lack of sufficient benefits, and will ultimately need to find another job. But 
it goes beyond me as an individual. As early childhood educators burn out and pursue a higher-
paying career, the community is hurt. And if childcare is less accessible, so are shoes to fill the 
community’s entire workforce. For the time and energy we put into our own education and our 
everyday work, we deserve a fair wage. The parents of the workforce need us, the children we 
care for and help grow everyday need us, and we need help.  

Obviously, this is not only a problem that needs to be addressed and corrected, but this problem 
also needs a workable plan to subsidize teachers like me. The families at our school can't do it 
and the centers themselves can't do it. But I trust you know that.  

In addition, I am also in favor of the house bill authorizing a trained early learning center 
employee to administer epinephrine in an emergency. It's a simple procedure, one that my 
colleagues and I have been trained to administer to a child who has a prescription, for years now. 
There is no reason why we can't be trusted to save a child's life when we already have the 
intelligence, the tools and the will.  


